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Petitioner letter of 18 January 2017 

On reading the submissions I am concerned that certain NHS Boards are reluctant to 
become involved in a public awareness campaign and am also unsure of the 
effectiveness of the quality and coverage of awareness training to clinical staff.  I 
would therefore like to see a co-ordinated NHS Scotland-wide approach developed 
to increase awareness of signs of Sepsis adopted and implemented as soon as 
possible. 
 

I would also urge the Committee to consider the UK Sepsis Trusts comments and 
recommendations (see below) and ensure that the relevant authorities implement 
them. 
I would also like the Committee to consider the contents of the UK Sepsis Trust’s 
submission of 7th December 2016 and the press release issued in advance of the 
Sepsis Public Awareness Campaign which was launched in England in December 
2016 so that they are fully aware of the initiatives now adopted there. 
 

 Consideration of Petition PE1621 (Sepsis Awareness, Diagnosis and 

Treatment) 

UK Sepsis Trust (UKST) Comments 

Specific to : 

Scottish Government letter 13.12.16 

 UK Sepsis Trust (UKST) recognises other symptoms of sepsis beside those 
listed – please see here – http://sepsistrust.org/public/do-i-have-sepsis/.  This 
list, in widespread use across England, is based upon a modified Delphi 
approach to survey of 200 survivors. 

 UKST welcomes activity around World Sepsis Day (WSD) but believes that 
healthcare professional education requires further focus than this – and WSD 
does not currently adequately address the lack of public awareness of sepsis. 

 Whilst UKST welcomes the excellent work done in Scotland, and the work that 
continues, the organisation remains concerned that there is no focus on public 
awareness of sepsis in Scotland.  The rationale is simple – if people do not 
get to hospital quickly enough, then people will continue to die unnecessarily 
from sepsis.  The UKST is calling for a national wide-reaching public 
awareness campaign on sepsis in Scotland, something that England (via 
Public Health England and NHS England) is currently committed to. 

 UKST is also calling for a set time for each NHS Board in Scotland to dedicate 
to training a minimum percentage of staff in sepsis care, building on the case 
that already exists. 

 

NHS Orkney 

 UKST welcomes the fact that the Sepsis Six is recognised as best practice 
and interwoven with NEWS. 

 UKST appreciates the awareness efforts around World Sepsis Day 

 UKST questions what level of awareness there is in terms of knowledge of 
definitions, scale and urgency of treatment among members of staff around 
sepsis? 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/11/nhs-unites-to-tackle-sepsis/
http://sepsistrust.org/public/do-i-have-sepsis/


 Does NHS Orkney engage with the Ambulance Service to ensure that patients 
with sepsis are identified as quickly as possible?  Are there collaborative care 
pathways in place? 

 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 

 UKST hears NHS Dumfries and Galloway’s concerns about a potential 
increase in patients attending General Practice/ED due to unintended 
consequences of a public awareness campaign; but is confident from recent 
evidence within England and elsewhere that if a public awareness campaign 
was carried out appropriately it would not overburden the Board or cause 
undue concern.  UKST believe that a standalone campaign on sepsis would 
empower patients who need to go to hospital urgently when they have the 
signs of sepsis to attend without delay, so that they can be treated quickly and 
appropriately.  The 2015 NCEPOD report ‘Just say Sepsis’ highlighted clearly 
that where patients reached hospital late in the majority (>60%) of cases it 
was because they did not seek help early enough. 

 UKST welcomes NHS Dumfries and Galloway’s recognition of early 
identification and treatment of sepsis and their move to using NEWS and the 
Sepsis Six. 

 

NHS Grampian 

 UKST welcomes NHS Grampian’s role with focusing on sepsis through the 
SPSP. 

 UKST welcomes the awareness programme that NHS Grampian has 
undertaken and the work they do with primary care, community hospitals and 
ambulance Trusts. 

 UKST believes a public awareness campaign will support the work of NHS 
Grampian on sepsis. 

 

NHS Lothian 

 UKST welcomes that NEWS has been rolled out at this Board. 

 UKST welcomes the fact that there is a sepsis focus in the deteriorating 
patient plan at the Board. 

 UKST believes that a public awareness campaign would support activity at the 
Board in raising awareness of sepsis with healthcare professionals and the 
wider public. 

 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland 

 UKST welcomes the work undertaken in by the Scottish Patient Safety 
Programme, part of the Healthcare Improvement Scotland however do believe 
that more can be done. 

 UKST welcomes improvements in mortality rates from sepsis in recent years 
and the improved rate of delivery of the Sepsis Six. 

 UKST looks forward to working with Healthcare Improvement Scotland to 
continue to make improvements to sepsis diagnosis and treatment in 
Scotland. 

 UKST welcomes work planned moving into 2017, and the collaborative 
working with patient groups, but feels that this work will only raise awareness 



with the general public in certain areas.  UKST believes that a wide reaching 
public awareness campaign will complement the work of Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland and ensure that the number of avoidable deaths from 
sepsis continues to decrease in Scotland. 

 

NHS Forth Valley 

 UKST hears NHS Forth Valley’s concern about an increase in patients due to 
unintended consequences of a public awareness campaign but is confident 
from recent evidence that if a public awareness campaign was carried out 
appropriately it would not increase patient numbers that would overburden the 
Board. 

 UKST would dispute the claim that NHS England’s recent activity around a 
public awareness campaign has had a disproportionate effect on the way 
sepsis care is viewed in Scotland.  Whilst UKST welcomes and is please by 
the level of activity in improving sepsis care in Scotland, and the reduction in 
the number of deaths, there is always more that can be done and believes 
that a public awareness campaign would help people get to hospital quickly 
for treatment when needed, whereas, if the public are not aware of the signs 
of sepsis they may continue to arrive at hospital too late for treatment, even if 
healthcare professionals are aware of sepsis.  NHS England has committed to 
this and UKST believe it would have huge benefit for patients in Scotland 
should NHS Scotland do the same.  The 2015 NCEPOD report ‘Just say 
Sepsis’ highlighted clearly that where patients reached hospital late in the 
majority (>60%) of cases it was because they did not seek help early enough. 

 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

 UKST welcomes the use of the Sepsis Six and the focus through SPSP on 
sepsis. 

 UKST welcomes awareness that NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has 
carried out locally and the work they have done in promoting materials to GPs. 

 UKST welcomes NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde support for a public 
awareness campaign to support ongoing activity in Scotland. 

        

NHS Lanarkshire 

 UKST is delighted by the high level of activity that NHS Lanarkshire have 
carried out around recent World Sepsis Days, and is pleased that there is a 
sepsis leadership team and sepsis remains a focus for NHS Lanarkshire. 

 UKST welcomes NHS Lanarkshire’s support for a public awareness campaign 
to support ongoing activity in Scotland 

       

NHS Western Isles 

 UKST hears NHS Western Isles’ concern about an increase in patients due to 
unintended consequences of a public awareness campaign but is confident 
from recent evidence that if a public awareness campaign was carried out 
appropriately it would not increase numbers that would overburden the Board.  
The 2015 NCEPOD report ‘Just say Sepsis’ highlighted clearly that where 
patients reached hospital late in the majority (>60%) of cases it was because 
they did not seek help early enough. 



 UKST welcomes NHS Western Isles’ comment regarding the FAST campaign 
and would suggest that this should be used as the basis for a public 
awareness campaign on sepsis. 

         

NHS Highland 

 UKST welcomes NHS Highland’s work on sepsis awareness at a Board level 
and the recognition of the importance of sepsis awareness. 

 UKST is glad that NHS Highland has been able to make use of UKST tools. 

 UKST welcomes NHS Highland’s recognition of the importance of a public 
awareness campaign. 

         

NHS Borders 

 UKST welcomes NHS Borders support for a public awareness campaign to 
support ongoing activity in Scotland. 

 

        UK Sepsis Trust Calls for Action in Scotland 

1. Scottish Public Awareness Campaign on Sepsis – aimed at the whole 
population and with a common message to that in England.  UKST happy to 
support/provide materials and expertise. 

2. Healthcare Professional Education – carry out a wide ranging awareness 
campaign with all healthcare professionals, including GPs, ambulance staff 
and Health Board staff to ensure that all healthcare professionals are aware of 
sepsis and think ‘Could this be sepsis? 

3. Healthcare Professional Education – ensure that sepsis is included in all 
learning and education packages when healthcare professionals are in 
training. 

4. Ensure that NEWS is the embedded across the whole system in Scotland and 
used as a trigger to screen for sepsis, using the NICE NG51 – endorsed Red 
Flag Sepsis prompts for urgent intervention using the similarly endorsed 
Sepsis Six treatment pathway. 

5. UKST believes that Trusts/NHS Boards should ensure that all clinical 
members of staff (defined as those interacting with patients in clinical care – 
this may include untrained support staff) receive at least 1 hour training on 
sepsis each year. 


